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Implementation Guidelines for the Doctoral Program in the Department of Public
Health at Chung Shan Medical University

Article 1 These guidelines shall be implemented upon approval by the Department Affairs
Meeting and the College Affairs Meeting, and shall be announced accordingly.
The same procedure applies to any amendments.

Article 2 The composition of the committee for the dissertation evaluation and the degree
examination must be identical.

Article 3 The university subsidizes the committee fees for one doctoral degree
examination. According to university regulations, students who fail the oral
defense of their dissertation may retake the examination once. All expenses for
the second oral examination shall be borne by the student.

Article 4 English Proficiency Requirements
Students must meet the standards of the GEPT (General English Proficiency Test)
intermediate level or pass other externally administered and credible English
proficiency tests that are recognized as equivalent to the GEPT intermediate
level.

Article 5 Regulations for Selecting Thesis Advisors
I. The thesis advisor must be a full-time professor or associate professor within
the department with at least three years of service. If the advisor is an assistant
professor, co-advising with a department faculty member at the rank of associate
professor or above is required.

II. Within the past three years, the advisor must have published at least one
original research article in an SCI or SSCI journal, and must be listed as the first
author or corresponding author.

lll. Faculty members who are currently advising students in their final year of the
doctoral program may not accept new doctoral students.

IV. If a student’s original advisor retires, the retired faculty member may continue
to serve as a co-advisor in the capacity of adjunct faculty.

V. The thesis advisor agreement form must be submitted to the department
office for record by the end of the second semester of the first academic year
and approved by the department chair.

Article 6 Credits and Curriculum
I. A minimum of 30 credits is required for graduation, including dissertation

credits.
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Article 7

Article 8

Il. Doctoral students must complete 12 credits for the dissertation and 10 credits
of required courses, which include: Community Health and Hygiene (2
credits),Seminar (8 credits) In addition, students must complete 8 credits of
elective courses. Grades are based on a 100-point scale, with 70 points as the
passing score.

lll. Elective courses previously completed within the past five years with passing
grades may be transferred for up to 6 credits.

IV. Inter-university course enrollment is generally permitted, but may not exceed
one-third of the total elective credits. Final approval of course selection is subject
to the thesis advisor’s authorization.

V. Students must complete the “Academic Research Ethics Education Course,”
which may be taken via the online learning platform and must be passed
according to the required standards. Students who fail to complete or pass this
course are not eligible to apply for the degree examination.

Key Points for the Doctoral Candidacy Qualification Examination

I. The department chair serves as the chief convener of the doctoral candidacy
qualification examination and establishes the Qualification Examination
Committee.

Il. Written Examination: Two subjects are required. One is Community Health and
Hygiene, with questions prepared by the Qualification Examination Committee.
The other is selected from one of the following three subjects: Advanced
Epidemiology, Special Topics in Health Policy and Management, or Advanced
Environmental Health. The department chair invites faculty members from the
relevant field to prepare the exam questions. A score of 70 out of 100 is required
to pass each subject.

[ll. Students may apply for the candidacy qualification examination only after
completing the required course Community Health and Hygiene. The
examination begins in the second academic year and must be completed by the
end of the third academic year. Students may attempt the examination a
maximum of two times.

IV. Application and Examination Periods:

e Application Period: May 1 to May 31 or December 1 to December 31 each
year.

e Examination Period: June 1 to July 31 or January 1 to January 31 each year.

Guidelines for Doctoral Students Applying for the Dissertation Examination
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I. Dissertation Evaluation Dissertation evaluations begin in the first semester of
the third academic year and must be conducted at least before graduation. The

final evaluation is for the completed dissertation draft. Only after passing this
final evaluation may the student apply for the doctoral degree examination.

II. Eligibility for Application Doctoral students who have passed the candidacy
qualification examination and completed the following requirements within the
prescribed study period may apply for the degree examination upon approval by
the Dissertation Evaluation Committee:

eCompletion of all required courses in the doctoral program.
eCompletion of the final version of the doctoral dissertation.
*Publication Requirements: Before graduation, students must publish as first

author, with the following conditions:

A.At least two original research papers accepted by SCIE or SSCI or ESCI
journals (thesis acceptance is sufficient; a letter of proof must be attached).

The thesis must be submitted to a journal that is indexed by Journal

Citation Reports (JCR) and possesses an Impact Factor.

B.If one paper is published in a TSSCI journal, it must be accompanied by

another paper in an SCIE or SSCI or ESCI journal.

C.Both papers must list “Department of Public Health, Chung Shan Medical
University” as the institutional affiliation.

D.The content of the published papers must be related to the doctoral
dissertation.

E.The thesis advisor must be the corresponding author of at least one paper,
and must be listed as a co-author on the other.

*English Proficiency: Students must meet the department’s English proficiency

standards, which include passing the GEPT intermediate level or an equivalent,
credible external English proficiency test.

A.Supplementary Option: Students who fail external English tests may take the
Chung Shan Medical University English Proficiency Test (CEPT) and pass at the
upper-intermediate level to fulfill the graduation requirement.

eParticipation in at least one international academic conference before

graduation, with either an oral or poster presentation.

lll. Dissertation and Degree Examination Committee The committee is convened

by the thesis advisor and consists of 5 to 9 members, including at least 3 external
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Article 9

members and at least 2 internal members. All members must meet the
university’s qualifications for doctoral examination committee appointment.

IV. Committee Member Qualifications Committee members must have expertise
in the candidate’s research field and meet at least one of the following criteria:

*Current or former professor or associate professor.

*Academician or current/former researcher or associate researcher at

Academia Sinica.

*Holder of a doctoral degree with significant academic achievements.

*Expert in a rare or specialized academic field with notable scholarly or

professional accomplishments.
V. Re-examination Policy Students who fail the dissertation examination may
retake it once in the following semester or academic year. Only one re-
examination is allowed.
VI. Application Procedure Applications must be approved by the thesis advisor
and submitted to the department one month before the examination date. The
printed dissertation and abstract must follow the required format. Application
forms are available at the department office. The examination is primarily oral,
with a written test administered if necessary. A score of 70 out of 100 is required
to pass.
VII. Final Submission Students must submit the final formatted dissertation to the
department office within one month after passing the oral examination. Late
submission will be considered a failure of the oral examination.
Scholarships and financial aid shall be administered in accordance with the
“Implementation Guidelines for Graduate Student Scholarships at Chung Shan

Medical University.”




